
Protective Orders (Issued in Court) 

If a person violates a Protective Order they may be punished for contempt of court by a fine of as 

much as $500 or by confinement in jail for as long as six months, or both. 

No person, including a person who is protected by this Order, may give permission to anyone to 

ignore or violate any provision of a Protective Order. During the time in which the Order is 

valid, every provision of the Order is in full force and effect unless a court changes the Order. 

It is unlawful for any person, other than a peace officer, as defined by Section 1.07, Penal Code, 

actively engaged in employment as a sworn, full-time paid employee of a state agency or 

political subdivision, who is subject to a Protective Order to possess a firearm or ammunition. 

A violation of a Protective Order by commission of an act prohibited by the Order may be 

punishable by a fine of as much as $4,000 or by confinement in jail for as long as one year, or 

both. An act that results in family violence may be prosecuted as a separate misdemeanor or 

felony offense. If the act is prosecuted as a separate felony offense, it is punishable by 

confinement in prison for at least two years. 

Possession of a firearm or ammunition while a Protective Order is in effect may subject 

respondent to federal criminal penalties. It is unlawful for any person who is subject to a 

Protective Order to knowingly purchase, rent, lease, or receive as a loan or gift from another, a 

handgun for the duration of this Order. 

Interstate violation of a Protective Order may subject the Respondent to federal criminal 

penalties. A Protective Order is enforceable in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, tribal 

lands, and U.S. territories. 

The information on this page is NOT to be interpreted as legal advice. For more information visit 

the following: 

 

 See Protective Order: Texas Family Code, chapters 82 through 85. 

 Office of the Attorney General of Texas:  

https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/cvs/protective-orders  
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